MacGills’ Meanderings

2017 will probably always be divided in our minds as “before the Lodge burned” and
“after the Lodge burned.” The cruel fire seemed so destructive...what could be good
about that??

When we look at the Bible we see other occasions when tough times befell people who were
serving God. Though they didn’t know the outcome ahead of time, God had “good” in mind,
and we have the benefit of reading about it.

Jeremiah was thrown into prison for preaching God’s words to his people. When the nation of
Israel was overthrown, being in prison likely saved his life. Joseph was hated by his brothers
and sold into slavery after he shared his dreams with his family. But God’s chosen people
were rescued from starvation through his vision to follow God’s leading.

The greatest example of all is when Almighty God gave up His glory and came in the form of
a vulnerable baby - to die a horrendous death - so that each of us might be given the oppor-
tunity to choose life everlasting. It’s not always easy to see God’s purpose in painful situa-
tions...the sudden unexpected home-going of a person in the prime of life...a young child
facing debilitating or even life-threatening disease. We could go on and on with the list...loss
of job for the wage earner of the family, etc., But the simple truth is that God is still in con-
trol!

We recently had a sweet reminder that when the original Lodge was begun, one of the facts
stressed at the dedication service of that building was that it belonged to God to be used for
His purposes. In the words of Job, (who also suffered great loss), “the Lord gave and the
Lord took away...blessed be the name of the Lord.”

The common thread in these Biblical examples was that each key figure chose to trust God
even when things looked bleak. When we choose to put God first, difficult situations can be
used to be a blessing to many.



So, like the shepherds who must have had that dividing time in their minds of the “before/
normal” and the “life-altering after” of meeting the Good Shepherd in a manger bed, we look
forward to a new year, new beginnings, new blessings! Please join us as we choose to surren-
der to His plan, thus bringing about peace, joy, hope, quietness and rest regardless of the cir-
cumstances around each of us.

Praises:

1. Both vehicles have been repaired after being down most of the summer. We praise the Lord
for this provision (and the blessing of all related bills being paid in full)!

2. Friends who encourage and pray for and bless us constantly!
Thank YOU!
3. The new Lodge is in the process of being built! Praise the Lord!

4. The Lord has given us 43 years of the privilege to serve Him at Red Cliff Bible Camp. We
are thankful!

Prayer Requests:

1. Dick has a large amount of dental work that will need to be done soon. The expenses will
be near $4,500 to complete. Please pray with us for His provision.

2. Dick would really like to build another “sheep camp” that could be used to house guests at
several locations including on the camp property. Please pray with us that the Lord would pro-
vide an 18-foot-long trailer bed to start that project.

3. That we would keep on serving the Lord with joy, with all our hearts and energy!

Serving that others might minister,

Dick & Deirdre MacGill
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